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TENDEROMETER PATENT 


Assigned the American Can Company to 


The American Can Company has assigned to the National 
Canners Association the patent application covering the 
Tenderometer developed by its Research Division largely 
as the result of several years’ research by Dr. William Mc- 
Kinley Martin, and the ownership of the patent or patents 
that may be issued. The assignment, which was formally 
made under date of October 22nd, provides that the American 
Can Company will proceed to secure the patents which, when 
issued, will be the property of the National Canners Associa- 
tion to be used in its discretion for the general use and 
benefit of the canning industry. 


The National Canners Association, and through it the in- 
dustry in general, is glad to acknowledge the generosity of 
the American Can Company in thus making an invention that 
it developed, at a very considerable cost of time and money, 
available to all. 

This patent will be put into use by the Association in con- 
formity with its newly established patent policy. The first 
patent developed by the research laboratories of the National 
Canners Association covering a basic discovery and invention 
of value in the canning process was dedicated to the public, 
thus permitting its use by anyone. This was the basic patent 
for Enamel “C” granted to Dr. G. S. Bohart of the Associa- 
tion Laboratories, assigned by him to the National Canners 
Association, and dedicated by the Association to the public. 
This method of handling patents, however, had the disad- 
vantage that anyone outside the Association or the industry 
might develop improvements, patent these improvements, and 
exploit them, even though without freedom to use the inven- 
tion covered by the basic patent the improvement patent 
would be of no value. 


At the meeting of the National Canners Association Ad- 
ministrative Council on October Ist it was determined that 
the policy of the Association should be changed so that in the 
future it would retain title to patents it secures and, when 
advisable, grant non-exclusive licenses, terminable at will, 
without payment of any royalty. In this fashion the benefits 
of the invention will be available without cost to the industry 
and, it is hoped, any improvement patents can likewise be 
secured and made available to the industry without cost. 

This new policy was adopted to take care of two new 
patents covering improved methods of sterilization which had 
been developed by the laboratories of the Association. 


Pursuant to this policy, the Tenderometer patent as- 
signed to the Association on October 22nd will be kept by 
the National Canners Association, and when the governing 
boards of the Association so direct, licenses on a non-exclu- 
sive basis will be issued to manufacturers. The assignment 
of the Tenderometer patent further contains the reasonable 
provision that machines manufactured under it shall carry an 


inscription reciting that the invention was developed by the 
American Can Company and presented to the National Can- 
ners Association for the benefit of the canning industry. 


Appropriate legal documents for the issuance of licenses 
under these various patents and applications are being pre- 
pared by counsel for the Association and inquiries concerning 
such licenses should be addressed to the National Canners 
Association, 1739 H St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 


At an informal conference held recently with the President 
of the Canning Machinery and Supplies Association it was 
suggested that that Association appoint a committee to work 
with the National Canners Association in formulating plans 
so that the Tenderometer may be built by any reputable manu- 
facturer of canning machinery and equipment that may de- 
sire to engage in the manufacture of this instrument. 


SEEK HORIZONTAL RATE INCREASE 


Carriers Ask I. C. C. to Expedite Consideration of 
Freight Rate Proposal 


Through the Association of American Railroads, the rail 
carriers filed with the Interstate Commerce Commission on 
November 5th a petition for authority to make a horizontal 
increase of 15 per cent in freight rates except as to five com- 
modities, for which certain maximums are requested. The 
petition also requested authority to make a change in the rate 
for passengers traveling in coaches in the Eastern territory, 
railroads operating in the Southern and Western districts 
having recently made certain increases in passenger fares. 
On the ground that the railroads now face an emergency 
financial situation, the petition asks the Commission to ex- 
pedite consideration of the case. The petition states: 


“They (the carriers) accordingly propose and herein pray 
authority from the Commission to make a general increase of 
15 per cent in all their freight rates and charges, including 
the freight rates and charges as increased under authority of 
the recent report and orders of the Commission in Ex Parte 
115 (223 I. C. C. 657), except charges for protective service 
to perishable freight and except that in the case of the fol- 
lowing commodities the increases shall be subject to the 
maxima indicated: 

“Bituminous coal and coke: 15 cents per ton of 2,000 
pounds, except where in Ex Parte 115 the increase was 15 
cents the maximum will be 10 cents. Recognized origin 
group differential relationships to be maintained. Proposal 
to be applied to base groups and rates from other groups 
made by adding or subtracting, as the case may be, estab- 
lished differentials. Rates to short-haul or non-differential 
territory (general intermediate to differential territory) to be 
treated individually. 

“Anthracite coal: 25 cents per ton of 2,000 pounds. Rec- 
ognized origin group differential relationships to be main- 
tained. Proposal to be applied to base groups and rates from 
other groups made by adding or subtracting, as the case may 
be, established differentials. Rates to -haul or non- 


5384 


INFORMATION 


LETTER 


differential territory (generally intermediate to differential 
territory) to be treated individually. 

“Lumber: 6 cents per 100 pounds. 

“Sugar: 15 per cent applied to rates becoming effective 
December 15, 1937, subject to a maximum of 6 cents per 
100 pounds. 

“Fruits and vegetables: 15 cents per 100 pounds. On citrus 
fruits from Florida to North Atlantic ports, increased rates 
via all-rail routes will be made to conform to the provisions 
of I, C. C. Fourth Section Order No. 12129 as amended, and 
corresponding increases in rates on citrus fruits, to destina- 
tion points covered by said Fourth Section Order will be made 
-, California, Arizona and Texas, under fourth section 
relief. 

“With respect to passenger traffic, petitioners operating in 
Eastern territory propose and herein pray authority from the 
Commission to increase passenger fares from 2 cents per 
passenger mile, one way and round trip, in coaches, to 2.5 
cents per passenger mile, one way and round trip, in coaches. 
Petitioners operating in the Southern and Western districts 
have recently made certain increases in passenger fares and 
are now caineiaiion such other upward revisions therein as 
they deem practicable, but since they contemplate no changes 
which would require modification of any oustanding order 
of the Commission, they make no proposal herein with re- 
spect thereto.” 

It is also reported that the directors of the Mid-Atlantic 
Motor Conference, at a meeting on November 4th, voted to 
petition the Interstate Commerce Commission and the various 
State regulatory authorities for a blanket 15 per cent in- 
crease in rates, 


Trade Agreement with Turkey Contemplated 


Negotiation of a trade agreement with Turkey is contem- 
plated, according to an announcement by the State Depart- 
ment on November 2nd. Suggestions as to the import or 
export items which should be included in the negotiations are 
invited from interested parties. These suggestions should be 
addressed to the Chairman of the Committee for Reciprocity 
Information, 7th and F Streets, N. W., Washington, D. C., 
and should reach the Committee not later than December 3rd. 
A detailed compilation showing the principal products in- 
volved in the 1929 and 1936 trade between Turkey and the 
United States, prepared in the Bureau of Foreign and Do- 
mestic Commerce of the Department of Commerce, may be 
obtained from that Bureau or from any of the District Offices 
of the Department of Commerce, as well as from the Com- 
mittee for Reciprocity Information or the Department of State. 


Farm Wage Rate Outlook 


In its report on the outlook for farm labor, equipment, and 
fertilizer for 1938, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
states that the level of prices of commodities and wage rates 
used in agricultural production probably will average a little 
higher during 1938 than in 1937, Farm wage rates have been 
advancing since 1933 and are expected to average somewhat 
higher in 1938 than in 1937. This advance in farm wage 
rates was greater than the rise in living costs and is likely 
to continue greater, but farm wage rates are likely to remain 
low relative to living costs in 1938, according to the Bureau. 
Along with higher wage rates, farmers apparently will have 


to pay somewhat higher prices for farm machinery, auto- 
mobiles, building materials, equipment and supplies. Ferti- 
lizer prices also will be a little higher but advances in these 
prices are not expected to be as large as for other groups. 


1935 Canned Meat and Sausage Output 


In its recently published report on the meat-packing in- 
dustry for 1935, the Census Bureau gives the following 
statistics on the pack of canned sausage and other canned 
meats in 1935, as compared with 1929 and 1931: 


1929 1931 1935 
Canned meat, except 
sausage: 

Pounds.......... 149,582,361 91,407,854 182,631,970 

$38,114,158 $21,179,688 $34,958,201 
Canned sausage: 

Pounds.......... 19,551,909 13,454,732 19,145,746 

404, $2,449,914 $4,555,402 


In addition, canned sausage produced by establishments 
engaged primarily in this line of manufacture (classified in 
the Sausage, Meat Puddings, Headcheese, etc., industry) was 
reported for 1935 in the amount of 250,349 pounds valued at 
$57,472, as compared with 626,697 pounds valued at $148,171 
in 1931, 


Trade Commission Recommends Legislation 


The Federal Trade Commission, in its annual report, 
renews its recommendations for amendment of Section 5 of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act and of Section 7 of the 
Clayton Act. Under the proposed amendment to Section 5 
of the Federal Trade Commission Act, “unfair or deceptive 
acts and practices” as well as “unfair methods of competi- 
tion” would be made unlawful. This amendment is pend- 
ing in Congress. It, with certain other amendments, is con- 
tained in S. 1077, known as the Wheeler Bill, which passed 
the Senate at the last session, and is also contained in the 
Lea Bill, reported favorably by the House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee as an amendment of the 
Wheeler Bill near the close of the last session of Congress, 
and now on the House calendar. 

The present Section 7 of the Clayton Act makes unlawful 
the acquisition by one corporation of the capital stock of a 
competing corporation where certain monopolistic tendencies 
and conditions may result. It does not make unlawful the 
acquisition of physical assets of a competing corporation 
where similar tendencies and conditions may result. The 
Commission recommends that the acquisition of assets also 
be made unlawful. These proposed changes in Section 7 
of the Clayton Act are contained in bills which were intro- 
duced in both House and Senate during the last session of 
the Congress. 


Michigan Convention Date Changed 


The date for the winter meeting of the Michigan Canners 
Association has been changed to January 5Sth-7th. It had 
previously been announced that the convention would be 
held on January 4th-6th. 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF CANNED FOODS 


Increased exports of canned peas, baked beans, tomatoes and tomato products, condensed milk, grapefruit, pears, and 
pineapples were registered in September as compared with the corresponding month of last year, while decreases occurred 
in canned pork, asparagus, soups, evaporated milk, all the fish items, and all other fruits and berries. Imports of canned beef, 
lobsters, mushrooms, and pineapples increased over the corresponding period, the other import items decreasing. Following 
are the details on both imports and exports as compiled from Department of Commerce records: 


Sept., 1936 Sept., 1937 Jen, Begt., 1936 Jan.-Sept., 1937 


Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value 
951,651 $317,642 1,172,434 $293,622 9,116,082 $2,758,852 10,777,461 $3,089,200 


149,472 


Canned vegetables,total 3, 101, 106 
Asparagus 164 
Baked beans 


Canned total. "526, ‘211 


$33, 319 2,813,400 
84,969 404,124 


27,775 


615,403 10,421,102 


18,543 
85,645 
48,420 
21,224 
309 , 653 


14,383 
7,693 


52,735 
6,119,291 


820,940 
24, 762 


1, 702,464 


76,323 


1,806,317 
86,757 
258, 701 
64,104 


7,361 
45,938 
170,000 5,479,129 
26, 308 846, 066 
44,015 1,379,791 


275,252 29,347,771 
22,384 14,526,380 


1,411,096 


1,127,937 73,425,247 
3,475 1,527,991 
243,761 26,815,837 
36, 768 020 


118,114 14,815,174 
2,057 
24 


1,650 '207/115 
120,883 7,179,108 
230,202 6,893,240 


1,946, 282 


209, 756 
109, 323 
178,851 
204,194 


123 , 857 


3,437,219 
594, 295 

1,041,067 
149 


5, 888 


310; 067 
1,115,010 


28,970 
105 , 227 
1,499,845 


561, 783 
11,831 


360 , 888 
278,640 


516,412 
1 392 
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70, 328,004 
1,195, 564 
21,860,974 
1,657,538 
10, 162,478 
652,350 


9,670,720 
47,502 


633 , 882 
17,927,963 


13 , 878 , 688 
20, 078 , 081 
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tw 
= 
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3,170,774 
138,117 


315,068 
1,317, 768 
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Exports 
Canned meats, total... 
27,242 125,030 
burger...........) 41,891) 119/668 
Beef, other......... 
593,531 220, 586 461, 468 1,843,000 5,412,208 1,841,072 
err 89,678 25,377 87,979 230,011 1,173,361 326,694 
118,970 265,363 2,125,088 275,134 
Po 3,037,832 31,886,076 3,322,376 
523,031 243,429 
pork and beans... 338,134 20,914 784,595 117,570 3,936,175 13,534,637 1,949,101 
103,725 7,973 98 , 532 7,591 1,446,970 1,387,158 108 ,857 
ES 135 , 450 12,781 418,441 34,572 2,276,225 3,042,598 229, 364 
RRR 390,741 39,332 258 , 264 25,710 2,002,506 2,162,913 212,089 
Tomatoes.......... 92,273 5,776 1,207,581 74,109 
Tomato paste....... 388,519 37,227 170,304 17,4945 1,687,685 | 812,777 
Tomato juice....... 247,780 16,110 2,545,379 
380,373 30,123 339 , 087 28,045 3,471,830 265,569 2,670,002 
sed milk... 203,510 24,043 1,220,720 155,668 1,959,871 226,816 5,236,365 
224,941 1,538,643 113,351 19,440,054 1,427,507 17,046,261 
3,987,963 38,987,646 3,127,594 219,984,952 16,098,077 210,933,441 1 
827,609 33,904 747,835 32,029 9,997,794 423,896 7,771,023 
Apricots........... 2,771,671 206,220 2,911,422 227,952 21,653,723 1,574,341 18,155,191 
Berries, other....... 232,438 25,621 39, 887 7,080 887 , 878 101, 188 679,672 
269 , 767 25,299 182,952 22,652 1,559,381 159,824 1,284,086 
Fruits for salad..... 7,185,579 724,086 3,828,763 432,125 25,872,063 2,721,771 
Grapefruit.......... 483 , 733 33,080 1,128,963 67,194 23,552,096 1,454,945 
Loganberries........ 455 ,627 35,054 47,934 4,719 3,596,383 264, 827 
Peaches............ 17,355,324 1,194,158 10,576,759 813,660 61,382,809 4,101,976 
Pears.............. 1,835,885 1,306,864 9,818,345 773,825 48,253,192 3,416,337 
655,813 56, 640, 809 $9" 3,531,707 299, 349{ 
Canned fish, total..... 19,296,500 2,398,130 10,901,691 1,859,902 69,438,812 7,634,213 
| Mackerol........... 75,834 3,856 77,328 5,486 611,720 34,466 
Salmon............ 11,470,290 1,833,751 7,769,711 1,551,406 30,337,690 5,004,976 
| Sardines........... 6,799,052 421,340 2,406,032 177,213 34,528,606 1,978,506 a 
ee 661,001 91,297 542,004 99,207 2,668,671 413,777 375, 
Shellfish, other... ... 269,479 43 , 806 78,841 22,612 973 , 827 154,352 | 131, 789 
20,844 4,080 3,978 318,298 48,136 i 48 664 
| Imports 
Canned beef.......... 6,446,436 FP 7,101,289 7,258,503 
Condensed and evap- 
orated milk....... 378,839 65,301 53,151 
Canned fish in oil: 
Sardines........... 4,582,379 2,907, 760 
Anchovies.......... 255,938 615,174 
. 284,678 4,235 6,506,465 1,860,478 
76,393 15,744 541, 686 176,261 
b 867 , 362 687,371 263,490 7,820,588 
Other canned fish..... 2,088,430 152,948 1,424,008 
Canned vegetables: 
95,126 15,692 15,932 237,294 21,560 
Mushrooms......... a 17,498 91,682 619 ,962 182 ,673 
236,466 5,844,306 233,099 38,613,926 34,085,067 1,364,095 
Tomato paste and 
5 | 70,390 502,951 6,619,424 483 ,053 
{ 1,761 29,072 153 ,628 9,471 
Canned pineapple, duti- 
ilippine 
67,321 4,345,998 947 , 366 
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FOOD LAW REVISION 


Principal Issues in Pending Bills Outlined by Head 
of Regulatory Work 


Of interest to all canners is the opinion expressed by W. G. 
Campbell, Chief of the Food and Drug Administration, in his 
annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1937, re- 
garding the principal issues involved in the various food and 
drug bills now pending before Congress. In this report Mr. 
Campbell says: 

“As in the three preceding years, legislative efforts have 
been continued in the Congress for a more adequate food and 
drug law. Senate Bill 5, introduced Jan. 6, 1937, was passed 
by the Senate, March 9. This bill proposes a comprehensive 
revision of the Food and Drugs Act. Other bills of similar 
character are H. R. 300 and H. R. 5286. H. R. 5286 is 
designed to amend the Federal Trade Commission Act by 
authorizing specific control under that act of false advertis- 
ing of foods, drugs, therapeutic devices and cosmetics. 


“At the close of the fiscal year all these measures were 
pending before the House Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce. The principal issues involved were: 

“1, Should seizure action to prevent distribution to con- 
sumers of a misbranded product be limited, pending court 
trial of the case, to a single interstate shipment of that arti- 
cle, or should the authority in the present law to seize all 
such shipments be continued? 

“2. Should seizure cases be tried, as at present, where the 
goods are seized, before the courts and juries of the consum- 
ing areas where the goods are intended for distribution, or 
should the law be changed to authorize the case to be re- 
moved to the place from which the goods were shipped and 
there tried before the courts and juries of producing areas? 

“3. Should the misbranding provision of the present law, 
which prohibits labeling that is ‘false or misleading in any 
particular’ be retained, or should the standard of truthfulness 
thus imposed be changed to ban labels only when ‘misleading 
in a material respect’? 

“4. Should false advertising of foods, drugs, therapeutic 
devices, and cosmetics be controlled through injunctions and 
cease-and-desist orders, which carry no penalty for the initial 
offense or for subsequent offenses up until the date the in- 
junction or order becomes effective, or should a deterrent to 
the commission of these offenses be set up by providing 
penalties for their initial commission?” 


Aleohol Insoluble Solids in Canned Peas 


The annual report of the Food and Drug Administration 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1937, contains the follow- 
ing statement: 

“Intensive studies were conducted on the relationship be- 
tween alcohol insoluble solids in canned peas and the ob- 
served maturity of the identical peas at the time of harvest. 
These confirmed earlier observations and published work 
in the conclusion that alcohol-insoluble solids are the most 
accurate objective measure of field maturity yet developed. 
In order to make a permanent record correlating different 
stages of field maturity with the canned product, a large 
number of very successful color photographs were taken, 
and use was also made of the services of an expert who has 
recently developed a remarkable process for preserving vege- 
table tissue for long periods without alteration in its original 
color and appearance.” 

The color photographs mentioned in this statement show 
the appearance of individual pea vines, of loads of peas on 


their way to the vining station, and of peas growing in the 
field; and corresponding samples of the canned product 
were taken for the determination of alcohol insoluble solids. 
The last sentence in the statement quoted above refers to the 
preservation of portions of vines by the method ordinarily 
used in herbaria, except that the vines are treated to prevent 
the colors fading out, as occurs in herbaria specimens. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
R b of al 
Carlot Shipments as y of 


Week endi Season total to 
Oct. 30 Oct, 30 .23 Oct.30 Oct. 30 


VEGETABLES 1936 1937 1937 1936 1937 


Beans, snap and lima 261 115 153.8, 721 8,581 
Tomatoes.......... 356 «SOL 24,571 23,333 
Green peas......... 81 98 83 7,333 7,132 
Spinach... 16 «237,621 «8,828 
: ing directly 1,609 1,901 3,623 45,393 44,303 
mports, compet- 
ing a Me 59 92 77 451 553 
Fruits 
Citrus, domestic.... 2,214 1,501 2,319 142,597 148,104 
sae 0 3 4 91 102 
Others, domestic.... 2,657 2,687 5,235 44,372 48,345 


Restraining Order Against Florida Embossing Law 


A temporary restraining order enjoining the enforcement 
of the State labeling and embossing law adopted at the last 
session of the Florida General Assembly to govern the citrus 
canning industry was signed by Federal Judge Alexander 
Akerman at Orlando, Florida, October 25th. 

The order will remain in force pending the outcome of an 
application for a permanent injunction to be heard before 
a three-judge Federal court at New Orleans on November 
22nd. The temporary order was issued, it is reported, on 
behalf of a group of seventeen citrus packers, and the coun- 
ties affected include Lake, Pinellas, Orange, Seminole, Man- 
atee, Highlands, Polk and Hillsborough. 


Deaths 


Ernest E. Finch, vice-president and general manager of 
Karl Kiefer Machine Co., Cincinnati, died suddenly October 
23rd at his home in Cincinnati. He was 62 years old, and 
for the last 29 years had been nationally prominent in the 
field of canning machinery and supplies. In 1924 and 1925 
he was president of the Canning Machinery and Supplies 
Association. Funeral services were held at Cincinnati, Octo- 
ber 26th. 


Katherine Golden Bitting, wife of Dr. A. W. Bitting, died 
at her home in San Francisco on October 15th. Mrs. Bitting 
during her lifetime had served as associate professor of 
biology at Purdue University, and was later in the Bureau 
of Chemistry under Dr. Wiley, the research laboratory of the 
National Canners Association when it was first established, 
and the Glass Container Association. Since 1922 she had 
been engaged in private research work. Her death ends a 
lifetime association with her husband in the field of science 
and research. 
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Committee’s Attitude Toward Crop Control 


In a statement issued November 4th, Chairman Marvin 
Jones of the House Committee on Agriculture expressed his 
personal preference for a voluntary or premium method of 
crop control in prospective farm legislation. Mr. Jones’ 
statement said: 


“Most of the members of the House Committee on Agricul- 
ture seem to prefer a voluntary farm program as to most 
commodities. 


“Personally, I favor the voluntary or premium method 
rather than penalty or compulsory control. 


“By using soil conservation payments and adding additional 
funds secured through tariff equalizing taxes, premiums can 
be paid to the farmer as an offset to the , and he will 


then have a better income, and, at the same time, his products 
can flow into the markets at home and abroad. 

“On the other hand, the penalty or compulsory control 
will a curtail our both here and 
oreign countr encouraging foreign competition 
domestic substitution. - 

“There are two extremes. Some favor production in un- 
limited quantities regardless of price. Others would under- 
take by compulsory control to gain a temporary high price 
regardless of its final effect on outlets and markets. A middle 
course that would undertake to secure a fair price and at the 
same time to produce all that the market will absorb both in 
this and other countries would seem to be desirable. 

“It is important that our foreign markets should not be 
surrendered, Any adjustment or control program should be 
shaped so these markets can be gradually regained.” 


SWEET CORN PACK IN 1937 
The following table shows the pack, by States, during the 


The 1937 pack of sweet corn, exclusive of corn on the cob, 
totaled 24,323,040 cases, according to figures compiled by 
the Association’s Division of Statistics. This is a summary 
of the reports of 356 corn canners together with estimates 
based on acreage and yields for three firms. The estimates 
of these three companies who did not report amounted to 
less than one-half of 1 per cent of the total. 

In addition, 27 canners reported a pack of corn on the 
cob totaling 375,004 cases. Last year only 10 canners re- 
ported a pack of corn on the cob, the total of which was 
95,242 cases. 

The following table shows the pack of white and yellow 
corn in cream and whole grain style during the last three 


Maryland and Delaware 
Pennsylvania 


1936 
Actual 


1937 
Actual 


612,821 
20,692,211 14,622,450 24,323,050 


In the following table there is shown the pack of cream 
style and whole grain corn by varieties, by States, in 1937: 


5387 
1 
3 
2 
3 
last three years: 
3 
1935 
m 
4 State cases cases cases 
; Maine, Vermont, and New 
Hampshire............ 1,864,421 2,028,612 2,051,109 
New York.............. 1,097,136 940,970 1,205,768 
” Maryland and Delaware.. 1,712,425 2,354,685 2,447,519 
nt Pummeyevanie.........5.. 304,819 678 , 666 697,145 
t 
Ohio. 1,486,836 852,286 1,186,287 
Indiana................. 2,162,504 808,963 2,234,876 
er years: Iinois.............0... 4,668,544 2,566,195 4,942,117 
1935 1936 1937 Wisconsin............... 897,474 570,211 1,135,972 . 
an Actual Actual Actual = Minnesota.............. 3,211,707 2,179,670 4,221,584 
re White cases cases cases Iowa and Nebraska...... 2,723,524 1,005,748 3,090,309 
er Cream style........ 11,026,061 5,635,960 9,701,301 
on Whole 1,191,009 1'148'920 1/47/09, Other States............ 
in- Yellow: Total 
Cream style........ 5,196,517 4,947,010 7,820,006 
Whole grain........ 3,278,624 2,890,560 5,344,652 
Total: 
Whole grain........ 4,469,633 4,039,480 6,801,743 
of sstyle- - ——— Whole grain-—- 
ber Narrow Country Bantam and 
ind Strate Evergreen Grain Gentleman Crosby Yellow Yellow White 
the Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual 
925 cases cases cases cases cases cases cases 
al Maine, Vermont, and New Hamp- 
sto- 20,413 3,509 757,072 369,906 2,275 
56,970 35,477 323,161 148,951 544,253 
lied 129, 592 3,000 7,250 158,714 135, 632 262,957 
i 
MED 687,581 220,101 88,8755, 848 
681,412 304,393 717,867 287, 068 147, 484 96 , 652 
eau 113,597 336,595 1,750,095 388 1,248,936 1,137,670 354, 836 
the 272, 162 67, 062 47,455 25,413 361,203 348,336 14,341 
wy 30, 569 85,035 1,798,287 2,254,683 53,010 
had lowa and Nebraska............... 1,089,748 1,024,473 178, 438 641, 302 121,084 85,264 
is a 100,871 142,119 73,637 15,863 482,555 318,882 26,437 
Total... 9,860,300 2,572,193 2,953,460 315,348 7,820,006 5,344,652 1,457,09 


INFORMATION LETTER 


WARNING LABEL MISINTERPRETED 


But Insurance Company Corrects Booklet After 
Learning Facts 


It was formerly the practice of many canners and distribu- 
tors to place a legend on their labels suggesting that as soon 
as the cans were opened the contents should be removed 
and transferred to a glass or porcelain container. As this 
statement was found to be misunderstood by consumers most 
canners and distributors now omit it from their labels. 


As stated in the INrormation Letter for February 6, 1922, 
the Conference Committee of Canners and Distributors 
adopted the following resolution on this subject at its meet- 
ing in January, 1922: 

“Whereas, it has been the practice for certain canners and 
distributors to place upon their canned food labels a state- 
ment instructing the consumer to remove the contents from 
the can as soon as opened or to empty the can immediately 
after opening; and 


“Whereas, such a statement is regarded by many consumers 
as a warning that to leave food in an open can is dangerous; 
and 

“Whereas, there is no justification whatever for such a fear 
on the part of the consumer and the use of such a legend is 
prejudicial to the use of canned foods: Be it therefore 


“Resolved, That the Conference Committee of the Canners 
and Distributors go on record as opposed to the use of legends 
of that nature on canned food products.” 

An illustration of the way in which this legend is some- 
times misunderstood was given in an item in the INrorMa- 
TION Letter for November 9, 1935, under the heading “Red 
Cross Corrects Erroneous Statement.” Our information is 
that the legend led the American Red Cross to believe that 
the transfer of the contents of a can immediately after it was 
opened was necessary to protect the health of consumers, and 
the organization made an error with regard to that matter 
in some of its published material. This error was promptly 
corrected by the Red Cross when it was brought to their 
attention. 


In a similar way the Association recently received a letter 
calling attention to a similar misstatement in circulars put 
out by an insurance company. The matter was immediately 
taken up with the company and the following very satis- 
factory reply has just been received: 

“Thank you very much for your kindness in writing as 
you did on October 28, in regard to our booklet. The item 
on canned foods had already been called to our attention. 
As did the American Red Cross, we immediately checked the 
matter with the Food and Drug Administration at Washing- 
ton. The error has since been corrected and booklets going 
out from now on contain a correct statement. Your interest 
is appreciated.” 

In view of the misunderstandings that continue to arise 
regarding this matter, it is suggested that all canners go 
over their labels to make sure that none of the labels they 
are now using bear this objectionable legend. 


Enforcement of McNary-Mapes Amendment 


In the report of the Food and Drug Administration for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1937, announcement was made 


that during that year 63 seizures were directed under the 
McNary-Mapes amendments against canned foods which 
failed to meet the standards of quality, condition or fill of 
container set up under that Act and were not labeled to 
show this sub-standard character. The seizures included 12 
lots of cherries, 4 of peaches, 2 of pears, 1 of mixed apricots 
and peaches, 33 of peas, and 11 of tomatoes. 


Canned Shrimp Inspection 


The Food and Drugs Act was amended in 1934 so as to 
authorize the U. S. Department of Agriculture to inspect 
the packing of seafoods and to permit seafood packed under 
such inspection to be labeled with a statement of that fact. 
Immediately on the passage of this Act many shrimp canners 
went under inspection, but thus far there has not been a de- 
mand for such service from packers of other seafood prod- 
ucts. The report of the Food and Drug Administration for 
the year ending June 30, 1937, makes the following report 
on the inspection of shrimp canneries during that year: 

“Inspection service under the sea-food amendment was 
continued during the year in 50 shrimp canneries as com- 
pared with 39 in 1936. Eight hundred and eighty-seven thou- 
sand five hundred and sixty-seven cases of inspected canned 
shrimp were produced. About 85,000 cases were packed 
in uninspected plants. Since the shrimp catch was lighter 
this year than last, the inspected pack was about 80,000 
cases less than last year.” 


Correction 


In the report of Florida canned citrus shipments to the 
Pacific Coast as published in last week's INrormaTion 
Lerrer, the term “grapefruit hearts” was used. This term, 
the Association is informed, is the trade-mark of an indi- 
vidual firm which made no shipments to the Coast. As used 
in the Lerrer, the term was intended to distinguish the 
product from grapefruit juice, and the Association regrets 
the inadvertent use of the wording of the registered trade- 
mark. 
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